
Poems presented in Class 5 

Howard Nemerov: Vermeer (1962) 

Taking what is, and seeing it as it is, 

Pretending to no heroic stances or gestures, 

Keeping it simple; being in love with light 

And the marvelous things that light is able to do, 

How beautiful! a modesty which is 

Seductive extremely, the care for daily things. 

 

At one for once with sunlight falling through 

A leaded window, the holy mathematic 

Plays out the cat’s cradle of relation 

Endlessly; even the inexorable 

Domesticates itself and becomes charm. 

 

If I could say to you, and make it stick, 

A girl in a red hat, a woman in blue 

Reading a letter, a lady weighing gold… 

If I could say this to you so you saw, 

And knew, and agreed that this was how it was 

In a lost city across the sea of years, 

I think we should be for one moment happy 

In the great reckoning of those little rooms 

Where the weight of life has been lifted and made light, 

Or standing invisible on the shore opposed, 

Watching the water in the foreground dream 

Reflectively, taking a view of Delft 

As it was, under a wide and darkening sky. 

Jane Kenyon: Otherwise (1996) 

I got out of bed 

on two strong legs. 

It might have been 

otherwise. I ate 

cereal, sweet 

milk, ripe, flawless 

peach. It might 

have been otherwise. 

  



I took the dog uphill 

to the birch wood. 

All morning I did 

the work I love. 

At noon I lay down 

with my mate. It might 

have been otherwise. 

 

We ate dinner together 

at a table with silver 

candlesticks. It might 

have been otherwise. 

 

I slept in a bed 

in a room with paintings 

on the walls, and 

planned another day 

just like this day. 

But one day, I know, 

it will be otherwise. 

Browning: Love in a Life (1855) 

I 

Room after room, 

I hunt the house through 

We inhabit together. 

Heart, fear nothing, for, heart, thou shalt find her— 

Next time, herself!—not the trouble behind her 

Left in the curtain, the couch's perfume! 

As she brushed it, the cornice-wreath blossomed anew: 

Yon looking-glass gleamed at the wave of her feather. 

 

II 

Yet the day wears, 

And door succeeds door; 

I try the fresh fortune— 

Range the wide house from the wing to the centre. 

Still the same chance! she goes out as I enter. 

Spend my whole day in the quest,—who cares? 

But 'tis twilight, you see,—with such suites to explore, 

Such closets to search, such alcoves to importune! 

 



DH Lawrence: Piano (1918) 

Softly, in the dusk, a woman is singing to me; 

Taking me back down the vista of years, till I see 

A child sitting under the piano, in the boom of the tingling strings 

And pressing the small, poised feet of a mother who smiles as she sings. 

 

In spite of myself, the insidious mastery of song 

Betrays me back, till the heart of me weeps to belong 

To the old Sunday evenings at home, with winter outside 

And hymns in the cosy parlour, the tinkling piano our guide. 

 

So now it is vain for the singer to burst into clamour 

With the great black piano appassionato. The glamour 

Of childish days is upon me, my manhood is cast 

Down in the flood of remembrance, I weep like a child for the past. 

Julia Kasdorf: What I Learned From My Mother (1992) 

I learned from my mother how to love 

the living, to have plenty of vases on hand 

in case you have to rush to the hospital 

with peonies cut from the lawn, black ants 

still stuck to the buds. I learned to save jars 

large enough to hold fruit salad for a whole 

grieving household, to cube home-canned pears 

and peaches, to slice through maroon grape skins 

and flick out the sexual seeds with a knife point. 

I learned to attend viewings even if I didn’t know 

the deceased, to press the moist hands 

of the living, to look in their eyes and offer 

sympathy, as though I understood loss even then. 

I learned that whatever we say means nothing, 

what anyone will remember is that we came. 

I learned to believe I had the power to ease 

awful pains materially like an angel. 

Like a doctor, I learned to create 

from another’s suffering my own usefulness, and once 

you know how to do this, you can never refuse. 

To every house you enter, you must offer 

healing: a chocolate cake you baked yourself, 

the blessing of your voice, your chaste touch. 

 



Genevieve Taggard: Everyday Alchemy (1922) 

Men go to women mutely for their peace; 

And they, who lack it most, create it when 

They make–because they must, loving their men– 

A solace for sad bosom-bended heads. There 

Is all the meager peace men get–no otherwhere; 

No mountain space, no tree with placid leaves, 

Or heavy gloom beneath a young girl's hair, 

No sound of valley bell on autumn air, 

Or room made home with doves along the eves, 

Ever holds peace like this, poured by poor women 

Out of their heart's poverty, for worn men. 

  


